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PREAMBLE

The International Student Union of Wichita State University is a non-religious, non-political, registered student organization, devoted to encouraging togetherness among international students and to the promotion of understanding and cooperation among all cultures.

The International Student Union is concerned with the well-being of international students at Wichita State University.

The International Student Union will follow all WSU policies and procedures as outlined for Registered Student Organizations (RSO) including non-discrimination policies and student code of conduct.


ARTICLE I: NAME

1. The name of the organization shall be the International Student Union (ISU) of Wichita State University (WSU).

2. Unless otherwise specified, ISU shall stand for the International Student Union of Wichita State University.


ARTICLE II: PURPOSE

Vision:
1. To continue open and effective communication and cooperation between ISU, the WSU community, and the greater Wichita community.

2. To represent the needs of international students to the Wichita State University.

3. 	To encourage and coordinate the intellectual, social, cultural, educational, and recreational activities of ISU members. 


ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP	

1. Any WSU student with a valid F-1 or J-1 Visa is automatically a General Member of ISU.

2. Any other WSU student may become a General Member of ISU by filling out a membership application on the ISU website.

3. Any WSU faculty and staff can become ISU members with a non-voting status upon the review of the Executive Committee and will be designated as Non-Student members.

4. An Executive Committee shall be elected by the ISU membership. Only General Members who have a current student MyWSU ID are eligible to vote in elections and hold office.

5. An Executive Committee officer may resign from his/her position by giving a two-week notice. The officer will become as a General Member of ISU as per Article III section 1 & 3.


ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership in ISU is free to all WSU students, faculty and staff.


ARTICLE V: RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

1. General Members may participate in all general meetings, activities, and general elections.

2. General Members may have access to all current year records and accounts of ISU upon written request. Records will be available ten working days after a written request is received by the ISU President.

3. General Members of the organization do not have the right to officially represent ISU on religious or political issues.


ARTICLE VI: GOVERNMENT

1. ISU shall be governed by an Executive Committee.

2. The Executive Committee will promote the mission and vision of the organization.

3. The ISU Executive Committee will maintain records of all activities and budgets, and will work in cooperation with the appropriate WSU offices and departments.

4. The Executive Committee will consist of:
a. At least four (4) officers elected by the General Members of ISU.
b. No more than one (1) member from the same country can be elected. 
c. Exceptions may be made to 'b' only if there are not enough nominations for a particular executive committee post.
d. The Executive Committee may also include the following elected/appointed positions:
1) The Director of Events
2) The Director of Publicity 
3) The Director of Recruitment and Outreach
4) The Director of Development
5) The Director of Academics
6) Campus Liaison / Past President
7) Newsletter Editor
8) Webmaster

5. The Executive Committee shall be comprised of an elected President of ISU 	and at least three (3) elected officers: Vice-President,   Secretary, and 	Treasurer.  These officers must be elected according to the proper election 	procedures as outlined in Article VII.

6. The duties of the officers are as follows:

President:	Registers the organization with appropriate campus offices. Chairs all meetings and oversees the organization, activities and operation of ISU, its officers, committees, and members. Sets appropriate committees. Deals with any other organizational responsibilities not assigned to any other officer. Must attend or assign appropriate representative to all campus meetings required of the WSU Registered Student Organization (RSO) Presidents.

Vice-President / 
President Elect:	Assumes the duties of the president in case of temporary absence or in case the President resigns, is declared ineligible by the Executive Committee to hold office, or is removed through due process. Any other responsibility assigned to him/her by the President.
	Vice President / President Elect assumes the office of the President after the current President’s term with the approval of the Executive Committee.

Secretary:		Records and posts the notes at all General Meetings and Executive Committee meetings. Informs General Members and Executive Committee members of upcoming meetings. In charge of organizational communication (including ISU emails, letters, memos, etc.) Maintains all records, and documents related to ISU. Updates organizational information with appropriate WSU offices.

Treasurer:	Maintains all ISU accounts with banks, the WSU Financial Operations, and the WSU Foundation. Submits and tracks all budget requests to appropriate campus organizations (namely to Student Government Association.) Pays all invoices and makes deposits to appropriate accounts. Keeps a permanent record of all receipts and disbursements including the balancing of all ISU accounts. Presents regular written Treasurer’s reports at each ISU Executive Committee meeting. Co-signs all disbursements. All financial activities involving ISU should go through the treasurer.

7.  Changes in the Executive Committee

     Grounds for replacing an Officer:
A.  The President or an Executive Committee member's Grade Point 		      	Average (GPA) falls below the requirement.	
B. The President or the Executive Committee member has three (3) 	unexcused absences from the committee meetings. The Executive 	Committee shall determine absentee protocols during its first 	meeting. The 	President or Executive Committee member acts 	contrary to the benefit and 	welfare of ISU or fails to uphold the ISU 	Constitution and/or its mission.
C. The President or Executive Committee member fails to perform the duties 	appropriate to the office.
D.	An officer decides to resign from the position with a one month notice 	unless an emergency arises.

8. Procedures for removing an officer:

	If an Executive Committee member is charged with one or more grounds for removal, the Executive Committee shall review the case by due process to inquire into the merit of the charges. If the charge is merited, a special Executive Committee meeting shall be convened. That Executive Committee member shall be provided an opportunity to plead his or her case. During the meeting, the Executive Committee members may remove the charged Executive Committee member from the office by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) by the Executive Committee during a meeting held up to the quorum standard as per article VIII.2.a. The Executive Committee member will be informed in writing about the decision of the Executive Committee.

	A.	 If the President is removed, the Vice-President will become the President 		until the next election. 
	
	A.	If a member of the Executive Committee is removed, the President has, with 	the approval of the Executive Committee, the authority to appoint one.

B.	Procedures for Executive Committee member resignation
		1.   The officer should provide a one month written notice
		2.   The officer should turn in all documents, materials, and authorizations 		      to the President or an advisor.


ARTICLE VII:  OFFICIAL ELECTIONS

1. The Election Committee
a. The election committee comprised of some Executive Committee members who are not running in the current elections and advisors will be responsible for supervising the election objectively.
b. In case of disputes, the election committee will have the sole discretion and any decision taken by election committee will be final.

2. Elections timeline
a. Shall be normally elected in the month of April.
b. Shall take office in the fall of that calendar year.
c. Will have a transition period during summer (May through August).
d. The President and Executive Committee shall serve a term of 12 months.

3. Nominations/applications
 a. An ISU member may be nominated or may nominate himself/herself
 b. Must be received at least two (2) weeks before elections.
 c. An applicant may apply for more than one position  
 d. The list of eligible candidates will be available prior to the election on ISU website.

4. President and Vice-President/President-Elect: (As elected by the General Members of ISU)
a.	To be President of ISU, an undergraduate student must have completed 			twenty-four (24) undergraduate credit hours at WSU with a cumulative 			WSU 	GPA of 2.5 and must maintain a 2.5 GPA while in office. A graduate 			student must have completed eighteen (18) graduate credit hours at 			WSU with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and must maintain a 3.0 while in office.
b. 	A candidate for the office of President must give the International Education 		office (IE) permission to verify the GPA each semester.
c.	No person may serve more than two (2) terms as President.

5. The Executive Committee: (Consisting of at least three (3) persons as elected by the General Members of (ISU).
a.	Any General Member of ISU who has a cumulative WSU GPA of 2.25 	and who is currently enrolled in WSU may be elected to the Executive 	Committee.
b. 	An undergraduate Executive Committee officer must maintain a GPA of 	2.25. A graduate officer must have and maintain a 3.0 GPA while in office.
c. 	A candidate for Executive Committee must give the IE permission to 	verify the GPA each semester.

There is no limit to the number of terms a person can serve on the Executive Committee.  Officers must maintain the minimum GPA or they will be dismissed from office as soon as the GPA is verified.

6. During the academic year, vacancies on the Executive Committee shall be filled by Presidential appointment and subject to approval by the Executive Committee unless a formal request for an election is presented and agreed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote by the Executive Committee. 

7. The President   also   has   the   authority   to   appoint ad hoc committees and may choose from members of the Executive Committee and/or from the General Members.


ARTICLE VIII: MEETINGS & QUORUMS

1. There shall be a general meeting of ISU at least twice a semester.
a. General Meetings will be advertised in multimedia sources 2 weeks prior to the meeting.
b. Notice and an agenda for both General and Executive Committee meetings will be available on ISU web-related portals one (1) week before the meeting.
c. For a General Meeting, a quorum constitutes the members of ISU present and eligible to vote with at least 10 General Member present.

Except as otherwise specified in this Constitution, All ISU Meetings will be conducted according to the Robert's Rules of Order.

2. The Executive Committee shall meet at least twice a month.
a.	For an Executive Committee meeting, a quorum constitutes at least ten (10) 	Committee members.
b.	The President has the right to call an emergency meeting of the Executive 	Committee by giving at least a twenty-four (24) hour notice to the Committee 	members.
c.	Any Executive Committee meeting shall be conducted according to the 	Robert's Rules of Order.


ARTICLE IX: AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the members present at an Executive Committee meeting of ISU. A motion to amend the Constitution cannot be voted upon in the same meeting as the motion or amendment is made.


ARTICLE X: ADVISOR

ISU may select one ore more faculty members or unclassified professionals to serve as an advisor. The advisor shall be a non-voting member of ISU. The advisor has the right to inquire into the ISU's finances to assure they are being administered properly and responsibly by the President. The newly elected Executive Committee has the right to change advisors. Every advisor appointment will be approved by an incoming ISU Executive Committee during the first Executive Committee meeting by a 2/3 majority while also held up to the quorum standard as per article VIII.2.a


ARTICLE X: NON-HAZING STATEMENT

This organization will not conspire to engage in hazing or commit any act, which endangers the health or safety of a person, or subject him or her to onerous, degrading or hazardous tasks, for the purpose of admission into, or affiliation with any Organization. Said acts are considered hazing regardless of an individual’s willingness to participate in the activity. This organization is in accordance with all university policies regarding hazing, including the Wichita State University Student Code of Conduct and the Kansas Hazing Law Statute 21-3434.
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